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People 29 Dec 2015 16:44:34 +0000 difficult to describe “The Beautiful People”. What
sets this documentary apart from the many other films that explore the concept of
beauty is its ability to bridge the gap between the popular and the academic, between
the industry that creates the images and the people who want to be beautiful. Oscar
Pistorius was a world-famous athlete and bad-boy, married to a model. He killed his
girlfriend in the early hours of Valentine’s Day, 2013. The media sensationalized his
story, fueled by the release of Riahana’s book, a memoir that gave details of her
relationship with Oscar and the court testimony of her family’s broken hearts. Her
death sparked the debate on media obsession that leads us to glorifying the perfect
image that then becomes a social construct for individuals to subscribe to. Everyone
has ideas of what it takes to be beautiful. As a South African, we struggle to grasp the
concept of beauty that seems synonymous with white people. We see it in the extreme
when drugs and alcohol take over, when relationships are based on greed and power
plays, and in the mind of a community that persecutes its own. The idea of beauty can
be so diverse, we consider it an innate part of us. But who is our
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