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Thursday, October 4, 2017 9:51 am Here's the story: Before the Occupy Wall Street Movement and
the tea parties, there was the Progressive movement. In the 1960s, the U.S. Labor Department

began compiling data on people who were hurt or killed while trying to unionize businesses in the
United States. Of the almost 2 million employees who were injured or killed on the job from 1945 to

1961, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration found that 49 percent of the injuries and 61
percent of the fatalities were the fault of the employer. The fines for violating safety rules were

$20,000 at minimum. The fines were not collected. Between the end of 1961 and 1969, the number
of injuries and deaths climbed to almost 23 percent. The fines were changed to $100,000. They were
collected. While the Occupational Safety and Health Administration was cleaning house, fines were
still not being collected. In 1980, there were 57,000 injuries and 17,000 fatalities from work-related
accidents. There were $2.2 billion in fines for violating safety rules. The fines were collected. The
next year, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration estimates 29,000 injuries and 8,000

deaths. The total fines for safety violations were estimated at $700 million. The fines were collected.
The modern day progressives finally saw the American dream. They had unified and were ready to
enter the workplace. They wanted their workers to be paid fair wages. They wanted workers to be

healthy on the job. They wanted workers to have freedom of speech. They wanted to have workplace
rights. In the 1990s, 3 percent of working-age people worked in unions. 12. e79caf774b
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