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of the would-be 9th or 10th pope, it’s all music to the ears of the John Paul II conspiracy theorists. John Paul is the genuine
thing. Also, the Vatican, both the Powers That Be and the ordinary people who are involved, do have a great deal to lose from a

schism. This means that if there is an irrevocable schism before the election, the Church would find itself in a very, very
difficult place. Or it would probably just disappear. The only way of preventing a schism before the election is for the Vatican
to pressure the election body to nominate, in a genuine, ‘so-and-so should have been’ sort of way, the ‘best’ candidate, the ‘one

with the best chance’ of being elected. This is a point that even Archbishop Gänswein has addressed, and I strongly suspect that
both sides to the drama of the election are aware of that. This is why it is hard to understand the seemingly bizarre manoeuvring

by the Holy See. The Holy See has been trying to avoid a schism. From the beginning, the Holy See tried to put an end to the
election process by asking the Pope, Benedict XVI, to resign. When that didn’t work, it tried to move the election to a time when

both Benedict XVI and Francis could be present, and it tried to move the election to an event when both of them could attend
and speak. It is hard to see why, if the election was pre-emptively orchestrated by the Vatican, it should be so difficult to explain

the moves it made, or seems to have made. Even if this is not the case, it seems a weak and unprincipled thing to do. If your
intention is to avoid a schism
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